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Å17th -Century Cabinets of Curiosities
ÅEarly collections showcasing ocean artifacts and marine speci-

mens
ÅDisplayed marine specimens and artifacts in ocean-like settings

ÅDevelopment of Natural History
ÅTheoretical and scientific basis for modern museums

ÅKey Figures
ÅFerrante Imperato , John Tradescant, and Joseph Banks:

Pioneers of early natural history collections
ÅLinnaeus, Georges-Louis de Buffon:

Advanced natural history as a scientific field
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The Birth of Museums Related to Sea Discoveries
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ÁCollections of Specimens and Artifacts
ÅOcean-related items as " trophies " of discovery and 

(possible) colonization
ÅContributed to the formation of early museums

ÁEarly attemps at Classification
ÅAesthetic yet "scientific" organization of objects
ÅReflecting advances in taxonomy (e.g., Linnaeus)
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Memorabilia of Ocean Adventures
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Engraving from
Ferrante Imperato,
DellŚHistoria naturale,
Naples, 1599.
(Public domain, wikipedia)
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Frontispice,
Ole Worm,
Museum Wormianum ,
Leiden, 1655.
(Public domain, wikipedia)
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John Tradescant the Younger and
his collection of marine specimens

Thomas de Critz(attr.), John Tradescant
the Younger with Roger Friend and a 

Collection of Exotic Shells, oil on canvas, 
1645, Ashmolean Museum

« The Reptiles & Fishesare for the 

mostpart the remainsof 

Tradescant'sCollectionéè

(Ashmolean Museum Report of 1825).
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John Tradescant the Younger and
his collection of marine specimens

« The Ark », Tradescant Collection,
Garden Museum, London
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Domenico Remps,
Cabinet of Curiosities, 1690s,
Opficio delle pietre dure, Firenze

Marine collection in the cabinets of curiosities
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« Naturalia », Coral collection,
Schloss Ambras, Kunstkammer,
Innsbruck(16th century)
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Heritage of Joseph Banks Collection in
the British Museum18Ἒ͖ ʷ Ɑἡ ḩ ᾂ₫ 
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Heritage of Georges-Louis Buffon and
Jean-Marie Daubenton
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Buffon, Daubenton, Histoire naturelle, 
générale et particulière , tome III.



Á Cutting -edge Technologies : VR, AR, immersive 
experiences, and online tours

Á Rise of Traveling Exhibitions : Example: "Océan" across
Europe and beyond

Á Environmental Focus: Sustainability, water consumption
and pollution

Á Historical Perspective : Comparing Earth's history with
Anthropocene challenges
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Exhibition Dynamics ₓѢϰ ♆ᾋ╢ ᾍ
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Het Scheepvaart Museum
(National Maritime Museum),
Amsterdam, Netherlands

 Atelier Brückner, Michael Jungblut
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14Atelier Brückner, Michael Jungblut
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« Into the Deep »,
Online Exhibition,
Monterey Bay Aquarium,
Monterey, CA, USA
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« Océan » (2022)
Traveling Exhibition,
Ministry of the Sea, France
by Gedeon Media Group
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